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member of the Knot and an old friend of Monk's, was
revealing everything but the names of the Cavaliers
engaged. The only anxiety of the Government was to
conceal its information from the conspirators. At every
point it was ready. Lambert and Fleetwood were old
hands at the work. Their idea apparently was to allow
the rising to take place, tempt the King to land, and
then inflict a blow which would at once crush their ad-
versaries and give themselves an unassailable prestige.
Amongst other precautions Monk was ordered to send
two regiments of horse and two of foot into England,
aiid it is significant that he obeyed without demur.

At the last moment an officious postmaster spoilt all.
In a fit of zeal he intercepted an important letter. The
loyalists got to hear of it, lost their heads, and the
rising was nipped in the bud, or abandoned everywhere
but in Cheshire and Lancashire. There Sir George
Booth successfully established himself, and Lambert
inarched against him.

Amidst the din and bustle of military preparation
Nicholas Monk arrived in London, and with no little
alarm heard from Grenville's lips what was required
of him. Ostensibly for the purpose of settling his
daughter's marriage, and bringing her back to Cornwall,
he was to carry the King's letters to his brother and
negotiate the secret treaty. Nicholas flatly refused to
touch the letters. They were far too dangerous. He
consented, however, to carry a verbal message, and was
solemnly sworn not to breathe a word of the very
delicate affair to any one but his brother.

The only difficulty was how to reach Dalkeith.
Lambert's troops blocked every road, and it was foundto the general and his
